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THE LEGEND OF PALMA RIGGIN

1 A Seed in the Dark

- T ———Tl
In Ortigia, there was a | ;f-' ' ( Jne day, a sw allow bruught a seed ﬂ
courtyard always in shadow. R from the sea.

I’m Aretusa.
1 watch over
its waters.

The seed answered in the only
way it knew.

Hold on,
little seed!

Take your time...
you can do it!
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- The Voices of the Stones—

The court\ ard c.polse softlv through § Promises, goodbves and homecomings
cracks, damp patches and echoes. staved hldden in the “d“b.

The shadow kept her company. And
hope grew in the court.yar_d.

I bend to
find my
way.
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3 - The Gift of Helios

One morning, Helios, the [ ' In the shadows, he saw a palm
Sun, passed over Ortigia. | , searching for the light.

I see you, brave
little palm.

Light loves those
who seek it.

L E——0

It didn’t light up everything. But it was That thread returned for a few hours
enough to keep her going. each day: brief, but faithful.
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4-A Bell Tower of Leav es A~

The palm felt that warmth and
found new courage.

Now I know
where to go!

Don’t wait
for the light.
Reach for it!

Her trunk stayed tilted. The new grow th
began to rise towards the sky. '

It’s a wish
that has
found its way.
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NS - The Queen of the Courtyard

\01ces promises and 5lmle<. NI | Every homecnmmg b&ame a
came together in the wurt\ard PLSNIN | f stﬂl" to treasure.

With a LOUI’tYﬂl‘d full ot friendly
Lhatter the palm betame a queen.

Cuttlg hiu
da Palma Riggina

The cour h ard of the Queen Palm
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— 6 - When the Voices Left

H| Then the people stopped listening. Not all | The chairs stood empty. The windows
at once, but little by little. opened less and less.

Everything will be
easier over there.

The lanes fell silent. The cuttigghiu
became a whisper, then a memory.
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7 - The Long Wait

Rains passed without footsteps, RIS Summers passed without laughter. The
and seasons without names. SIS palm kept watch.

——— P ———

Helios returned each day, as faithful as ever.

Our stories are
still here.

She was waiting for the people. The sun
had never stopped returning.

Nothing is lost if
someone comes
back to look.
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¢~ 8-+ Kaleido Brings Life Back

Many years later, Kaleido, a | A\ ; | Before changing anything, they took
team of architects, arrived. [[EESEN/A || time to get to know the place.
— ; _ _"‘_T § 3 B - Ve -
' oy ; ; ' s
How many stories
you've kept safe!

They planned the restoration with care
for the stones and the palm.

= = =1y

water that sings fe back to the courtyard. |

o 1

Listen...
something is
coming back. /&
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9+ The (,ourtvard Becomes an Oasis

Water flowed over the qtone. The | || With the water came footstepc. glances
shado“s became an oasis. -. and voices once more.

Will you tell
me the story
of the palm?

on, tl_l“;]fflb
the light.
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10 - Every Guest Brings a Story

|| Step inside today and stay quiet, and | Helios returns, briefly each day, but alw
. you inay hear four voices. | =

’hoever comes here brings a story.
'hoever leaves, leaves another behind.

Cu’ veni cca,
porta 'na storia.
Cu’ si nni va,
nni lassa n’autra.




. The Legend of
- PALMARIGGINA

A tale inspired by Ortigia, its waters and its memory. The voices
of the stones and the magical events belong to the legend.

Credits o~

Concept, story, comic adaptation
and editorial design

Cool Dreams® Ortigia

[llustrations created using
artificial intelligence tools.

Little Words to Discover o~

Aretusa: a nymph and a spring, a symbol of Ortigia.
Ortigia: the island that holds the ancient heart of Syracuse.
Helios: the Sun in Greek mythology.

Cuttigghiu: Sicilian for courtyard and chatter; here, the friendly
voices that become stories.

Kaleido: the architecture studio that restored and transformed the
building.
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